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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 8, 34, 36-39, 42, and 44-53 have been examined. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 8 is allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Woolston (U.S. Patent 6,202,051), discloses a method for operating 
a virtual shopping mall by using a computer system, the computer system being 
established on a plurality of chain stores which are chained in advance to one another 
to form a physical distribution system, each of said chain stores including a terminal 
base unit for registering virtual goods information including an image, said terminal base 
units being connectable to the virtual shopping mall by a communication line, said 
method comprising: registering virtual goods information, which corresponds to a 
seller's real goods, from one of said terminal base units provided in one of the chain 
stores to the virtual shopping mall after receiving said virtual goods information from 
said seller, said registering virtual goods information including capturing the image of 
said real goods as a part of said virtual goods information (column 3, lines 50-64; 
column 4, lines 20-46); intermediating trading between said seller and a buyer on said 
virtual shopping mall by presenting said virtual goods information to the buyer (Abstract; 
column 4, line 66, through column 5, line 19); and establishing trading between said 
buyer and said seller, which achieves business on said virtual shopping mall (Abstract; 
column 4, line 66, through column 6, line 49). Woolston discloses ordering delivery of 
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physical goods to a buyer's desired location, implying setting a delivery path on the 
physical distribution system for delivering said real goods from the seller to the buyer in 
accordance with a buyer's selection (column 5, lines 20-30), but Woolston does not 
precisely disclose that the delivery is to a terminal base from which the buyer receives 
said real goods. However, Galler ("IP: NYT Digital Commerce: Is Delivery the 
Dealbreakerfor E-Commerce?") teaches delivering products ordered in electronic 
commerce to bases at chain stores where buyers receive the real goods (four 
paragraphs beginning from, "Packagenet, a Fairfield, Iowa, company"). Woolston 
further discloses that a franchisee may be restricted to selling a particular category of 
goods, and there is also prior art for charging sellers fees to display their goods 
information on a virtual shopping mall. However, neither Woolston nor any other prior 
art of record discloses, teaches, or reasonably suggests setting the maximum value of 
the number of categories of said virtual goods which can be displayed on the virtual 
shopping mall according to the fee charged to the seller. The anonymous article, "CNN 
Looking to Partner with Drug Store for Online Mall," discloses an online vendor offering 
retailers category exclusivity, presumably for payment, but this does not meet the claim 
limitations, even granting the "presumably." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Claims 34, 36-39, 42, and 44-53 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art documents of record are: Scisco ("Tend the Store for World Wide Orders") and 
Woolston (U.S. Patent 6,202,051 ). Scisco discloses a shop terminal base unit for 
registering commercial goods in a virtual shopping mall, the shop terminal base unit 
comprising: a display device which displays a predetermined screen (three paragraphs 
beginning from "Because Clayton isn't as comfortable"); a capturing apparatus which 
obtains an image of the goods to be registered in the virtual shopping mall (two 
paragraphs beginning from "Next, we changed the background"); an input unit which 
inputs goods information by a seller in accordance with the predetermined screen page 
displayed in the display device (two paragraphs beginning from "Eager to start, I simply 
clicked"); a virtual goods information generating unit which generates virtual goods 
information based on image data of the goods captured by the capturing apparatus 
(ibid., including the paragraph beginning, "Seeing how simple", and also the subsequent 
description of Live Store's operation); and a commercial goods registration processing 
unit which registers the virtual goods information generated by said virtual goods 
information generating unit (ibid., the registration of the goods following from the 
disclosed ability of customers to place orders, etc.). Scisco does not disclose that the 
terminal base unit is provided at one of a plurality of real stores which are chained to 
one another and form a physical distribution system, but Woolston teaches such a 
plurality of real stores forming a physical distribution system (column 2, line 26, through 
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column 3, line 15; column 3, lines 50-64; column 4, line 66, through column 5, line 19; 
column 15, line 53, through column 17, line 36; Figure 13). 

Scisco does not disclose that the display device includes a touch panel type 
display screen and the input unit includes a touch pen used for the touch panel type 
display screen but it is well known for computers to use touch screens and touch pens, 
as taught, for example, by Wexler ("Screen Busters; Keyboard Troubles?") (first three 
text paragraphs, especially). 

Scisco does not disclose a digital camera which obtains an image data of the 
goods to be registered in the virtual shopping mall, but Woolston teaches this (e.g., 
column 15, lines 6-52; Figure 12), and a digital camera makes obvious an 
accommodating part for accommodating the digital camera therein. 

Scisco does not disclose a commercial goods purchase processing unit which 
transmits into the virtual shopping mall apparatus information of a real shop where the 
goods are to be delivered, but Galler ("IP: NYT Digital Commerce: Is Delivery the 
Dealbreaker for E-Commerce?") discloses delivering goods to a real shop (entire article, 
especially the four paragraphs beginning from "Packagenet, a Fairfield, Iowa, 
company"), implying that the buyer to whom the goods were to be delivered would input 
the information of the real shop (from among the 4,000 depot shops taught in Galler) so 
that the seller or shipper would know where the goods were to be delivered. 

Scisco does not expressly disclose a fee processing unit which demands an 
ownership registration fee for the seller upon receipt of a notification from the shopping 
mall operation apparatus that the information of the seller has been registered in the 
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virtual shopping mall operation apparatus, but Scisco does disclose leasing space in a 
virtual mall (paragraph beginning "But a shop on the Internet"), implying an appropriate 
fee processing unit which demands the fee for leasing space. Scisco does not disclose 
the fee processing unit including a slot for inserting and returning coins and bills for 
paying the owner registration fee, but Watanabe teaches such a slot for paying a 
registration fee (column 14, lines 40-50); such slots are also well known in vending 
machines. However, the present invention is not a vending machine or pay telephone, 
and slot for inserting and returning coins and bills for paying an owner registration fee, 
or other fees for engaging in electronic commerce, are not standard or well known. 
There is no teaching or motivation in the prior art of record to combine the money slot of 
Watanabe with the electronic commerce inventions of Scisco and Woolston. While no 
element in claim 34 appears to be entirely novel, there is insufficient reason to combine 
the various disparate prior art references of record so as to arrive at the claimed 
invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6762. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith, can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 571-273-6762. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usptp.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NICHOLAS D. ROSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

April 26, 2007 



